Quick and Dirty Perl




Using Perl

® Web Applications

i CRE
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The Perl Interpreter

® Our new best friend
® perl myscript.pl

® Power of command-line options
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Run some code

® The -e switch allows you to run a piece of
Perl code from the command-line
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The Magic Filehandle

® <> . The diamond operator.

® Either STDIN or a concatenation of all the
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The Magic Filehandle

® Also known as ARGV
® <> and <ARGV> are identical

° ARGV N only maglcal when used W|th the
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Looping Over Input

® -n - Loop over input
while (<>) {

perl -ne’...

&




Looping Over Input

® perl -pe” lol.pl




Handle Lines

® The -| switch automatically handles lines.

® chomp input and add a \n to output
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Handle Lines

® (Calculate the ratio of comments to code

® perl -Ine $comments++ if /A#/ END
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More About $.

® The current line number of the currently
selected filehandle (perldoc perlvar).

S perl -Ipe prlnt“$ e IoI pI Iabel pI




Doing Things

If you take anything from this: -e, -n/-p, -
® Combine perl with other system utilities

d /home | perl -Ine’$total = (st
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Autosplit Fields

® The -a switch autosplits fields

® Use with -n/-p
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Autosplit Fields

® perl -ane’print pop @F lol.pl

® Equivalent to:




Autosplit Fields

® A list of usernames

® perl -anl -F:’ -e’print shift @QF /etc/passwd
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Alter Files Inline

® The -i switch allows you to edit data in place

® Argument to -i allows you to specify a
backup suffix: -i’.bak’

® Clean HTML
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Arguments

® @ARGYV holds the arguments to your script

® splits the stuff remaining after -e” on
whitespace
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Modules

® Where the universe begins

Check a module’s version




Modules

® File::Path

® perl -MFile::Path -e’'mkpath(*‘/some/new/
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Modules

e HTML:Entities
e perl -MHTML:Entities -
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Modules

® File::Find




Things | Missed

® Automatic options parsing for your script,
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See Also



http://sial.org/howto/perl/one-liner/
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